
Heaven

& 

Hell

Heaven

& 

Hell

And I 
thought 
church 

was 
boring!

Heaven

& 

Hell

Hmm.  Singing forever or 
burning for ever: which 

will I choose?

grounds for hope?

Heaven

& 

Hell

the New Testament never says ‘heaven’ 
is our eternal spiritual home 

the New Testament never contrasts 
heaven & hell, always heaven and earth
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Heaven

& 

Hell

14 “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God. 
Believe in me also. 2 There are many rooms (monai) in my 
Father’s house. If this were not true, would I have told you 
that I am going there? Would I have told you that I would 
prepare a place for you there? 3 If I go and do that, I will 
come back. And I will take you to be with me. Then you will 
also be where I am.

I am sure that your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life.

And I will live in the house of the Lord forever.  Psalm 23:6

18 I will not leave you like children who don’t have parents. I 
will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me 
anymore. But you will see me. Because I live, you will live 
also. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father. 
You will know that you are in me, and I am in you. ...
23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my 
teaching. My Father will love them. We will come to them 
and make our home (monen) with them.

Going to 
heaven 

when I die?

Heaven

& 

Hell

1 Thessalonians 4:14 We believe that Jesus died and rose again. When he 
returns, many who believe in him will have died already. We believe that 
God will bring them back with Jesus. 15 This agrees with what the Lord 
has said. When the Lord comes, many of us will still be alive. We tell 
you that we will certainly not go up before those who have died. 16 The 
Lord himself will come down from heaven. We will hear a loud 
command. We will hear the voice of the leader of the angels. We will 
hear a blast from God’s trumpet. Many who believe in Christ will have 
died already. They will rise first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and 
are left will be caught up together with them. We will be taken up in the 
clouds. We will meet the Lord in the air. And we will be with him forever.

Going to 
heaven 

when I die?

16 On the morning of the third day there was thunder and 
lightning. A thick cloud covered the mountain. A trumpet 

gave out a very loud blast. Everyone in the camp trembled 
with fear. 17 Then Moses led the people out of the camp to 

meet with God. They stood at the foot of the mountain. 
18 Smoke covered Mount Sinai, because the Lord came down 

on it in fire. The smoke rose up from it like smoke from a 
furnace. The whole mountain trembled and shook. 19 The 
sound of the trumpet got louder and louder. Then Moses 
spoke. And the voice of God answered him. Exodus 19

13 “In my vision I saw one who looked like a son of 
man. He was coming with the clouds of heaven. He 
approached the Eternal God. He was led right up to 
him. 14 And he was given authority, glory and a 
kingdom. People of all nations, no matter what 
language they spoke, worshiped him. His authority will 
last forever. It will not pass away. His kingdom will 
never be destroyed.  Daniel 7

“Meeting has a technical meeting in the Hellenisitc 
world in relation to the visits of dignitaries to cities; 

the visitor would be formally met by the citizens, or a 
deputation of them, who had gone out from the city 

for this purpose and would then be ceremonially 
escorted back into the city”  

Ernest Best, I&II Thessalonians, Black’s New testament 
Commentaries
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Hell

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and 
then the heavens will pass away with a loud noise, and the 
elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and 
everything that is done on it will be disclosed (=laid bare; 
discovered).
11 Since all these things are to be dissolved (=loosed) in this 
way, what sort of people ought you to be in leading lives of 
holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening the 
coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will 
be set ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with 
fire? 13 But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new 
heavens and a new earth, where righteousness is at home.
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heaven 

when I die?
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Perceived 
by science 
and reason

Perceived 
by sense 

and 
revelation

The Earth
The 

Heavens
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The 
Heavens

God’s 
home

2 Do not be quick with your mouth,

 do not be hasty in your heart

 to utter anything before God.

 God is in heaven
 and you are on earth,
 so let your words be few.
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The 
Heavens

God’s 
home

“‘Our Father in heaven,
 hallowed be your name,
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The 
Heavens

A world at 
war

12For our struggle is not 
against flesh and blood, 
but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, 

against the powers of this 
dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in 
the heavenly realms.
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The 
world 
of the 
dead

The 
Heavens

HADES (Gk) / Sheol (Heb)

(world of departed spirits)

PARADISE
(with Jesus)

HADES
(anticipating Judgement)
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The Heavenly Places

(principalities and powers)

Hades / Paradise

God’s Throne
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Hell

The 
Heavens

A world to 
be 

renewed
13But in keeping with his 
promise we are looking 

forward to a new heaven 
and a new earth, the home 

of righteousness.
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The 
Heavens

A world re-
integrated

3And I heard a loud voice from the throne 
saying, “Now the dwelling of God is with 
men, and he will live with them. They will 

be his people, and God himself will be 
with them and be their God. 4He will wipe 

every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or 

pain, for the old order of things has 
passed away.”

R
ighteous

U
nrighteous

HADES
(world of departed spirits)

PARADISE
(with Jesus)

HADES
(anticipating Judgement)
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Eternal	 
life

The Heavens

The Heavens

New Heavens
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Heaven
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Hell

removal	 
of	 the	 
faithless

36“No one knows about that day or hour, not 
even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but 
only the Father. 37As it was in the days of 
Noah, so it will be at the coming of the Son 
of Man. 38For in the days before the flood, 
people were eating and drinking, marrying 
and giving in marriage, up to the day Noah 
entered the ark; 39and they knew nothing 
about what would happen until the flood 

came and took them all away.
Matthew 24

Heaven

& 

Hell

removal	 
of	 the	 
faithless

47“Once again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
net that was let down into the lake and caught 

all kinds of fish. 48When it was full, the 
fishermen pulled it up on the shore. Then they 

sat down and collected the good fish in 
baskets, but threw the bad away. 

49This is how it will be at the end of the age. 
Matthew 13
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“Hell’ = Gehenna - 
12 times in NT, mainly from Jesus 

“Jesus spoke often of hell... In sheer number these 
statements are inescapable. In intensity they are 
fearful... We cannot escape, for we know who said 
these things, we know his tenderness, we know 
the authority of his words and we know that this is 
the language (be it more or less symbolic) that he 
regarded as best fitted to describe the price of 
impenitence. It is Love who speaks like this, it is 
God himself”

John Wenham, The Goodness of God, p.20-21
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“Hell’ = Gehenna - 
12 times in NT, mainly from Jesus 

Fiery destruction of the wicked

Matthew 5:21 ‘You have heard that it was said to those 
of ancient times, “You shall not murder”; and 
“whoever murders shall be liable to judgement.” 
22 But I say to you that if you are angry with a brother 
or sister,[e] you will be liable to judgement; and if you 
insult a brother or sister, you will be liable to the 
council; and if you say, “You fool”, you will be liable to 
the hell [gehenna] of fire.

Heaven

& 

Hell

“Hell’ = Gehenna - 
12 times in NT, mainly from Jesus 

Fiery destruction of the wicked

Matthew 5:27 ‘You have heard that it was said, “You 
shall not commit adultery.” 28 But I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust has already 
committed adultery with her in his heart. 29 If your 
right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it 
away; it is better for you to lose one of your members 
than for your whole body to be thrown into hell. 30 And 
if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and throw 
it away; it is better for you to lose one of your 
members than for your whole body to go into hell 
[gehenna].
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Hell

“Hell’ = Gehenna - 
12 times in NT, mainly from Jesus 

Fiery destruction of the wicked

Matthew 10:28 Do not fear those who 
kill the body but cannot kill the soul; 
rather fear him who can destroy both 
soul and body in hell [gehenna].

Heaven
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Hell

“Hell’ = Gehenna - 
12 times in NT, mainly from Jesus 

Fiery destruction of the wicked

Matthew 18:8 ‘If your hand or your foot causes you 
to stumble, cut it off and throw it away; it is better 
for you to enter life maimed or lame than to have 
two hands or two feet and to be thrown into the 
eternal fire. 9 And if your eye causes you to 
stumble, tear it out and throw it away; it is better for 
you to enter life with one eye than to have two 
eyes and to be thrown into the hell [gehenna] of 
fire.
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“Hell’ = Gehenna - 
12 times in NT, mainly from Jesus 

Fiery destruction of the wicked

Matthew 23:15 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites! For you cross sea and land to make a 
single convert, and you make the new convert 
twice as much a child of hell as yourselves.

Matthew 23:31 Thus you testify against yourselves 
that you are descendants of those who murdered 
the prophets. 32 Fill up, then, the measure of your 
ancestors. 33 You snakes, you brood of vipers! 
How can you escape being sentenced to hell?

Heaven

& 

Hell

“Hell’ = Gehenna - 
12 times in NT, mainly from Jesus 

Fiery destruction of the wicked

2 Kings 23:10 [Josiah] defiled Topheth, which is in the valley 
of Ben-hinnom (Ge-hinnom), so that no one would make a 
son or a daughter pass through fire as an offering to 
Molech. 

Isaiah 30:33 For his [King of Assyria’s]  burning-place 
(=Topheth) has long been prepared; truly it is made ready 
for the king, its pyre made deep and wide, with fire and 
wood in abundance; the breath of the Lord, like a stream 
of sulphur, kindles it.

Jeremiah 7:32 Therefore, the days are surely coming, says 
the Lord, when it will no more be called Topheth, or the 
valley of the son of Hinnom, but the valley of Slaughter: for 
they will bury in Topheth until there is no more room.
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“Hell’ = Gehenna - Three Main Views

Punitive
Eternal 

Conscious 
Torment

DestructiveRedemptive

Physical & Spiritual
Jim Packer; 

David Pawson; 
John Blanchard

Spiritual
Antony Hoekema

Estrangement
Alec Motyer; 
Stephen Travis

Universal 
Reconciliation

Robin Parry (Gregory 
MacDonald)

Conditional 
Immortality
Nigel Wright;
Clark Pinnock;
John Wenham;
Edward Fudge

Annihilationism
John Stott?
CS Lewis?

Matt 25:41,46 1 Cor. 15:28 2 Peter 3:7
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Hell

Is the Soul Immortal?

	
  1	
  Timothy	
  6:16	
  It	
  is	
  he	
  alone	
  who	
  has	
  immortality	
  and	
  
dwells	
  in	
  unapproachable	
  light,	
  whom	
  no	
  one	
  has	
  ever	
  
seen	
  or	
  can	
  see;	
  to	
  him	
  be	
  honour	
  and	
  eternal	
  dominion.	
  
Amen.

NT	
  Wright”	
  “Platonists	
  believe	
  that	
  all	
  humans	
  have	
  an	
  
immortal	
  element	
  within	
  them,	
  normally	
  referred	
  to	
  as	
  
‘the	
  soul’…	
  In	
  the	
  New	
  Testament	
  however,	
  immortality	
  is	
  
something	
  that	
  only	
  God	
  possesses	
  by	
  nature	
  and	
  that	
  he	
  
then	
  shares,	
  as	
  a	
  gift	
  of	
  grace	
  rather	
  than	
  as	
  an	
  innate	
  
possession,	
  with	
  his	
  people”	
  

(Surprised	
  by	
  Hope,	
  p.160-­‐161)
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Is ‘Eternal’, Forever?

1. Lasts forever

2. Lasts until it has achieved its purpose

3. Possess the quality of ‘eternity’

Psalm 90:2   Before the mountains were brought forth, or 
ever you had formed the earth and the world, from 
everlasting to everlasting you are God.

1Kings 8:12 Then Solomon said, ‘The Lord has said that he 
would dwell in thick darkness.13 I have built you an exalted 
house, a place for you to dwell in for ever.’

The word eternal (Aionios) is literally ‘of the age (aeon) to come’.

Matt	
  12:32	
  Whoever	
  speaks	
  a	
  word	
  against	
  the	
  Son	
  of	
  Man	
  will	
  be	
  
forgiven,	
  but	
  whoever	
  speaks	
  against	
  the	
  Holy	
  Spirit	
  will	
  not	
  be	
  
forgiven,	
  either	
  in	
  this	
  age	
  (aoini)	
  or	
  in	
  the	
  age	
  to	
  come.

Heaven

& 

Hell

Eternal	
  Punishment	
  (Matt	
  25:31-­‐36);	
  
Eternal	
  Judgment	
  (Heb	
  6:1-­‐4);	
  
Eternal	
  Redemption	
  (Heb	
  9:11-­‐12);	
  
Eternal	
  Salvation	
  (Heb	
  5:9-­‐10);	
  
Eternal	
  Destruction	
  (2	
  Thess	
  1:9).

When	
  the	
  adjective	
  (eternal)	
  quali[ies	
  a	
  noun	
  
(punishment,	
  judgment	
  etc)	
  it	
  describes	
  the	
  
result	
  of	
  that	
  action	
  not	
  the	
  act	
  itself.	
  	
  

Is ‘Eternal’, Forever?

Heaven

& 

Hell

Fire

Psalm	
  97:The	
  Lord	
  is	
  king!	
  Let	
  the	
  earth	
  rejoice;	
  	
  let	
  
the	
  many	
  coastlands	
  be	
  glad!	
  2	
  	
  Clouds	
  and	
  thick	
  
darkness	
  are	
  all	
  around	
  him;	
  righteousness	
  and	
  

justice	
  are	
  the	
  foundation	
  of	
  his	
  throne.	
  3	
  	
  Fire	
  goes	
  
before	
  him,	
  and	
  consumes	
  his	
  adversaries	
  on	
  every	
  
side.	
  4	
  	
  His	
  lightnings	
  light	
  up	
  the	
  world;	
  the	
  earth	
  
sees	
  and	
  trembles.	
  5	
  	
  The	
  mountains	
  melt	
  like	
  wax	
  
before	
  the	
  Lord,	
  before	
  the	
  Lord	
  of	
  all	
  the	
  earth.
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Fire

Isaiah	
  30:	
  30	
  And	
  the	
  Lord	
  will	
  cause	
  his	
  majestic	
  
voice	
  to	
  be	
  heard	
  and	
  the	
  descending	
  blow	
  of	
  his	
  arm	
  
to	
  be	
  seen,	
  in	
  furious	
  anger	
  and	
  a	
  [lame	
  of	
  devouring	
  
[ire,	
  with	
  a	
  cloudburst	
  and	
  tempest	
  and	
  hailstones.	
  
31	
  The	
  Assyrian	
  will	
  be	
  terror-­‐stricken	
  at	
  the	
  voice	
  of	
  
the	
  Lord,	
  when	
  he	
  strikes	
  with	
  his	
  rod.	
  32	
  And	
  every	
  
stroke	
  of	
  the	
  staff	
  of	
  punishment	
  that	
  the	
  Lord	
  lays	
  
upon	
  him	
  will	
  be	
  to	
  the	
  sound	
  of	
  timbrels	
  and	
  lyres;	
  
battling	
  with	
  brandished	
  arm	
  he	
  will	
  [ight	
  with	
  him.	
  
33	
  For	
  his	
  burning-­‐place	
  has	
  long	
  been	
  prepared;	
  

truly	
  it	
  is	
  made	
  ready	
  for	
  the	
  king,	
  its	
  pyre	
  made	
  deep	
  
and	
  wide,	
  with	
  [ire	
  and	
  wood	
  in	
  abundance;	
  the	
  

breath	
  of	
  the	
  Lord,	
  like	
  a	
  stream	
  of	
  sulphur,	
  kindles	
  it.
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Hell

Fire

Malachi	
  4:1	
  See,	
  the	
  day	
  is	
  coming,	
  burning	
  like	
  an	
  
oven,	
  when	
  all	
  the	
  arrogant	
  and	
  all	
  evildoers	
  will	
  be	
  
stubble;	
  the	
  day	
  that	
  comes	
  shall	
  burn	
  them	
  up,	
  says	
  
the	
  Lord	
  of	
  hosts,	
  so	
  that	
  it	
  will	
  leave	
  them	
  neither	
  
root	
  nor	
  branch.	
  2	
  But	
  for	
  you	
  who	
  revere	
  my	
  name	
  
the	
  sun	
  of	
  righteousness	
  shall	
  rise,	
  with	
  healing	
  in	
  its	
  
wings.	
  You	
  shall	
  go	
  out	
  leaping	
  like	
  calves	
  from	
  the	
  
stall.	
  3	
  And	
  you	
  shall	
  tread	
  down	
  the	
  wicked,	
  for	
  they	
  
will	
  be	
  ashes	
  under	
  the	
  soles	
  of	
  your	
  feet,	
  on	
  the	
  day	
  

when	
  I	
  act,	
  says	
  the	
  Lord	
  of	
  hosts.
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Fire

Isaiah	
  66:24	
  And	
  they	
  shall	
  go	
  out	
  and	
  look	
  at	
  the	
  
dead	
  bodies	
  of	
  the	
  people	
  who	
  have	
  rebelled	
  against	
  
me;	
  for	
  their	
  worm	
  shall	
  not	
  die,	
  their	
  [ire	
  shall	
  not	
  be	
  
quenched,	
  and	
  they	
  shall	
  be	
  an	
  abhorrence	
  to	
  all	
  [lesh.

Mark	
  9:45	
  And	
  if	
  your	
  foot	
  causes	
  you	
  to	
  stumble,	
  cut	
  it	
  
off.	
  It	
  is	
  better	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  enter	
  life	
  crippled	
  than	
  to	
  have	
  
two	
  feet	
  and	
  be	
  thrown	
  into	
  hell.	
  	
  47	
  And	
  if	
  your	
  eye	
  

causes	
  you	
  to	
  stumble,	
  pluck	
  it	
  out.	
  It	
  is	
  better	
  for	
  you	
  to	
  
enter	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  God	
  with	
  one	
  eye	
  than	
  to	
  have	
  two	
  

eyes	
  and	
  be	
  thrown	
  into	
  hell,	
  48	
  where
‘“the	
  worms	
  that	
  eat	
  them	
  do	
  not	
  die,
	
  	
  	
  	
  and	
  the	
  [ire	
  is	
  not	
  quenched.”
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Fire

Jesus	
  on	
  Fire!
Gehenna:	
  Matthew	
  5:21-­‐26;	
  Matthew	
  5:27-­‐30;	
  

Matthew	
  18:8-­‐9;
Other:	
  Matthew	
  3:10-­‐12;	
  7:15-­‐20;	
  13:30,	
  40-­‐43;	
  Luke	
  

16:19-­‐31	
  etc
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Hell

Fire

Paul	
  on	
  Fire!

6 God is just: he will pay back trouble to those who 
trouble you 7 and give relief to you who are troubled, 

and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus 
is revealed from heaven in blazing fire with his 

powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not 
know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord 

Jesus. 9 They will be punished with everlasting 
destruction and shut out from the presence of the 

Lord and from the glory of his might 10 on the day he 
comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be 
marvelled at among all those who have believed. 
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Hell

Fire

John	
  on	
  Fire!
Rev 19:20 But the beast was captured, and with it the false 

prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these 
signs he had deluded those who had received the mark of the 
beast and worshipped its image. The two of them were thrown 

alive into the fiery lake of burning sulphur.

Rev 20:10 And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown 
into the lake of burning sulphur, where the beast and the 

false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day 
and night for ever and ever.

Rev 20:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the 
lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death.
Rev 20:15 Anyone whose name was not found written 
in the book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.
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HADES
(world of departed spirits)
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(with Jesus)
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Eternal	 
life

Second	 	 
Death
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