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Reading the Bible: Introduction - Why Interpret?
1 Timothy 2:8 Therefore | want the men everywhere to pray, lifting
up holy hands without anger or disputing.

Luke 12: 32 ‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been
pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give
to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a
treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and
no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.

8 ‘Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall
labour and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a sabbath to
the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor
your son or daughter, nor your male or female servant, nor your
animals, nor any foreigner residing in your towns.
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - Why?

® Read to learn (propositional content)

® Read to live! (wisdom)

* Read to discover your place in God’s purpose

* Read to be affected (e.g. ‘that you might believe’)
¢ Read to obey (e.g. 10 commandments)

® Read to be transformed (Rom 12:2)

(Helen’s final slide first Digging Deeper 1)
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - a safe assumption?

God has, in fact, written two books, not just
one. Of course, we are all familiar with
the first book he wrote, namely Scripture.

But he has written a second book called
creation.”

Francis Bacon 1560-1626
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - which voice to listen to?

Scripture
8 How We - Scripture Tradition
E’ Know § Scripture Evangelicals Catholics
[
3 God S
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oy nce Reason
Tradition )
ttics Liberals

Wesleyan Quadrilateral
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - God’s address to us

“Congon God 32t in Bere 11"
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - issues

“The most basic requirement for reading
the Bible is a willingness to believe that
God loiters in and through its pages”
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - challenge

Listory
g
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - issues

Reader and
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Reading the Bible: Introduction - A Good Translation

Free

preserve the form

preserve the meaning

KJV - NASB - RSV/NRSV - NIV/TNIV - GNB - |B - NEB - LB - MESSAGE

preserve the ideas
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He who observes the
day, observes it to the
Lord; and he who does
not observe the day, to

the Lord he does not

observe it. He who
eats, eats to the Lord,
for he gives God
thanks; and he who
does not eat, to the

Lord he does not eat,

and gives God thanks
NKJ

Reading the Bible: Introduction - A Good Translation

Romans 14:6

Whoever regards one
day as special does
so to the Lord.
Whoever eats meat
does so to the Lord,
for they give thanks to
God; and whoever
abstains does so to
the Lord and gives
thanks to God.NnIv
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What'’s important in all

this is that if you keep a
holy day, keep it for God’s
sake; if you eat meat, eat
it to the glory of God and
thank God for prime rib; if

you’re a vegetarian, eat

egetables to the glory of
God and thank God for
broccoli. Message

Formal Equivalence
(literal)

Functional Equivalence
(dynamic)

Free
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Reading the Bible: through the ages

Midrash

Reading the Bible for All Its Worth

The man who was going down is Adam.
Jerusalem is paradise, and Jericho is the
world. The robbers are hostile powers. The
priest is the Law, the Levite is the prophets,
and the Samaritan is Christ. The wounds are
disobedience, the beast is the Lord’s body, the
[inn], which accepts all who wish to enter, is
the Church. ... The manager of the [inn] is the
head of the Church, to whom its care has been
entrusted. And the fact that the Samaritan
promises he will return represents the
Saviour’s second coming. (Homily 34.3)

Early Christian Centuries: Allegory
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Reading the Bible: through the ages

Literal: What the passage says about past events
Allegorical: What the passage can tell us about Christ

Moral: What the passage can teach us about how to live
Anagogical: What the passage tells us about our ultimate fate

The Crossing of the Re(e)d Sea.
It was literal because Moses and Israel actually crossed it.
It was spiritual because it represents our baptism and new life.

It was moral because we cross-over life's difficulties (Egypt) into
our personal earthly blessings (Promise Lands).

It was eschatological because we look forward to the final
crossing-over from death to eternal life in heaven.

Medieval Period: Quadriga - Fourfold Sense
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Reading the Bible: through the ages

““Since then your majesty and your lordships
desire a simple reply, | will answer without
horns or without teeth. Unless | am convinced
by Scripture and plain reason- | do not accept
the authority of popes and councils, for they
have contradicted each other- my conscience
is captive to the Word of God. | cannot and |
will not recant anything, for to go against
conscience is neither right nor safe.”

“Let the man who would hear God speak,
ETRus MRl cad Holy Scriptures.”

Reformation - Sola Scriptura

‘Hermeneutics of suspicion’ overtook a
‘Hermeneutics of faith’

Bible study became a ‘science’
Human reason dictated understanding

Accommodation to culture is necessary and
positive
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The Prophets

EW TESTAMENT

ACT 3:
Jesus &

God’s ACT 4: The Spread of ACT 6: Final
Rescue the Jesus People restoration
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Reading the Bible: Genre

How would you read these differently?

= a biography

= a legal argument

= an epic poem

= an instruction manual
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Reading the Bible: Genre
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Narrative / History
Law

Epistle
Wisdom
Gospel
Apocalyptic
Prophecy
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Reading the Bible: Context

Testament

Pericope

Paragraphs

Sentences

Words
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problems:
a different basis for salvation? - works vs faith
fear as motivation for service?

cheap grace? - cross not necessary

All the nations will be gathered before him
(32

“this good news of the kingdom will be proclaimed
throughout the world, as a testimony to all the nations; and
] then the end will come” (24:14)

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey all that | have
commanded you” (28:19,20)

“They will hand you over to be tortured and put to death,
and you will be hated by all nations because of my
name” (24:9)

“Just as you did it to the least of these
brothers of mine, you did it to me” @0

“And pointing to his disciples, he said,“Here are my
mother and brothers! For whoever does he will of my
Father in heaven is my brother an sister and
mother” (12:49)

“Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to
Galilee; there they will see me” (28:10)

Reading the Bible for All Its Worth
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Reading the Bible: Context - book

n ¥
" : “I am sending you out like sheep among wolves...
* 4 Be on your guard; you will be handed over to the
local councils and synagogues... Everyone will

hate you because of me, but those who stand
firm to the end will be saved...

Students are not above their teacher, not
servants above their master... If the head of the
house has been called Beelzebub, how much

more the members of the household”
(chapter 10)
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Reading the Bible: Context - Book

» L,

) “e “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever
i ) welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.
= 2

Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet

will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a
righteous person in the name of a righteous person will
receive the reward of the righteous;

and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of
these little ones in the name of a disciple -
truly | tell you, none of these

will lose their reward” (10:40-42)
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1 Reading the Bible: Context - Metanarrative

n
? ., “I will make of you a great nation, and | will
i : : bless you, and make your name great, so that
o you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and the
one who curses you | will curse;

and in you all the families of the earth shall be

blessed” (12:2,3)

those who did not those who cared for
care for the disciples the disciples
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Reading the Bible: Christocentrism

John 5:39-40 You study the Scriptures
diligently because you think that in them
you have eternal life. These are the very

Scriptures that testify about me, yet you
refuse to come to me to have life.

Luke 24: 25-27 He said to them, ‘How foolish you
are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets
have spoken! Did not the Messiah have to suffer
these things and then enter his glory?’
And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets,
he explained to them what was said in all the
Scriptures concerning himself.
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Reading the Bible: Christocentrism

Reading the Bible: Christocentrism

Israel’s self-understanding
» God’s son

“Israel is my firstborn son... Let my son go that he may
worship me”

Exodus 4:22
* God’s vine

“You brought a vine out of Egypt; you drove out the
nations and planted it. You cleared the ground for it,
and it took root and filled the land”

Psalm 80:8,9
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Reading the Bible: Christocentrism

Key events in Israel’s history

+ Captivity in Egypt

» Exodus

* In the wilderness

» Law given on Mount Sinai
Sacrificial system
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Reading the Bible: Christocentrism

Israel’s destiny

*To have God’s law

* To experience God’s presence (Temple / Shekinah)
* To be a light to the nations

* To inherit the land

+ To be the centre of global worship
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Reading the Bible: Christocentrism

We would improve our
hermeneutic if we interpreted
the Old Testament Christotelically
rather than Christocentrically.

While it is hermeneutically
irresponsible to say that all Old
Testament texts have a
Christocentric meaning or point
to Christ, it is true that all play a
significant role in God's great
redemptive plan that leads to and
climaxes in Christ. Daniel Block
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c . . Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
Readmg n Communlt)’ teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,
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. . . Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
Readmg n Communlty teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,

Contemporary
Community
Historic (scholars)
Community
(tradition)
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Reading in Community

Article XXIV

WE AFFIRM that a person is not dependent for understanding
of Scripture on the expertise of biblical scholars.

WE DENY that a person should ignore the fruits of the
technical study of Scripture by biblical scholars.

Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy
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X o . Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly,
Readmg In Communlty teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom,

Contemporary

Community

Historic (scholars) Church
Community

Community

(tradition)
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Reading in the Spirit

All Scripture is God-
breathed
2 Tim 3:16

Inspiration

IHllumination

In the same way no ong
knows the thoughts of
God except the Spirit o

God.
see 1 Corinthians 2:6-16
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‘Men moved by the
Holy Spirit spoke

from God'
(2 Peter 1.21)

Reading in the Spirit

Reading in the Spirit

“That the Holy Scriptures cannot be
penetrated by study and talent is most certain.
Therefore your first duty is to begin to pray,
and to this affect that if it please God to
accomplish something for His glory- not for
yours or any other person’s - he very
graciously grant you a true understanding of
His words.

For no master of the divine words exists
except the Author of these words, as He says:
“They shall be all taught of God” [John 6:45].
You must, therefore, completely despair of
your own industry and ability and rely solely
on the inspiration of the Spirit.” Martin Luther
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Reading in the Spirit

George Muller
Delighted in God

“I saw more clearly than ever, that the first great and primary business to which I
ought to attend every day was, to have my soul happy in the Lord...

I saw that the most important thing I had to do was to give myself to the reading of
the word of God, and to meditation on it. . . . What is the food of the inner man?
Not prayer, but the word of God; and . . . not the simple reading of the word of
God, so that it only passes through our minds, just as water runs through a pipe, but
considering what we read, pondering over it, and applying it to our hearts.”
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Reading the Bible: Overview

The presence of the Spirit
The community of readers
The centrality of Christ
The importance of context
The significance of genre

The context of the whole story

The wisdom of the ages
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