Personal & Church Renewal
“We must become utterly and absolutely convinced of our need. We must cease to have
so much confidence in ourselves, and in all our methods and organizations, and in all
our slickness. We have got to realize that we must be filled with God’s Spirit. And we
must be equally certain that God can fill us with his Spirit” (Revival – M. Lloyd-Jones).
Pray for a new sense of conviction about the need for spiritual renewal (Zechariah
4:6).
Pray for God to show you where you have undue confidence in yourself or in set
‘methods’ for living as a Christian (Galatians 3:3).
Pray for a revealing touch of the Holy Spirit, opening your heart to ‘know’ God’s love
in a deeper way (Romans 5:5).
Pray for an empowering touch of the Holy Spirit, especially for power to be a witness
(Acts 1:8)

Salvation
Praying for those we long to see come to faith

Yesterday need not dominate today – or tomorrow
We Christians are adept at looking as though we are good, respectable and
fairly together. But sometimes, behind the veneer, fierce battles rage. Samuel
had a home that was a long-term war zone.
His mother, Hannah, had lived for too long with unfulfilled hope. She was unable to conceive – and spent her days in the bizarre cauldron of tension that is a
polygamous marriage. Her husband’s other wife, Peninnah, was equipped with
a fertile womb (her name means ‘prolific’!) and an acid tongue. And Hannah’s
own marriage was challenging. Elkanah was fairly insensitive and clumsy, dispensing words of ‘comfort’ to his grieved wife that probably cut her deeply. The
simmering rivalry would have stained the atmosphere daily. Samuel didn’t remain in this home for long but his early childhood was nevertheless spent in a
turbulent relational triangle.
We are all shaped by our past and many of us carry bruises that persist. Without making light of the debilitating power of our history, we do not have to be
dominated by it. Hannah was not alone in her struggles and neither are we. As
we move on from Easter let us not forget that the resurrection of Jesus signals the
new beginning of all things. Let the risen king bring real hope to your heart.
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“O Lord, open their eyes”.

Continue to pray for your frontline friends by name. Pray for the opportunity to
share the love of Jesus with them this month.
Pray for those who are doing, or have recently completed, Alpha.
Pray for openness to deeper conversations amongst coffee shop visitors.
Pray for contacts made through the Easter Fun Factory on April 7th.

Healing
Seeking God’s healing and wholeness for those with health problems
Pray for . . . Sarah Britten, Jean Cannon, Edna Clarke, Alison Collett, Joan Colwill, Noel
Defraine, Ray Goudie, Rosemary Howell, Ruth Hulse, Joan Jones, Natalia Kent’s mum
Tanya, Marie Merrick, June Short , Mike Spiller, Len Steele, Lisa Sumner’s mum Joan,
Dave Tate, young Conan, little Charlie, Tom Pelham and his young family, and others
who are suffering with ill health.
Pray for . . .all those known to us who have recently been bereaved.
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Frontline Mission This month: Information Technology
Each month we pray for an individual and for all those who share the same
area of life and work. Their Frontline!
I am Dave Needham, a senior software developer at Kallidus software house in Cirencester. I specialise in software based on Microsoft technologies.
The challenges of producing good software through ensuring effective use of technology, processes and staff
have kept me enthused about my work, and proud of my geek status.
I am the result of 30 years of being a Christian and so expect the positives of that
to leak out. I have worked as a contractor and permanent, so have been in many
companies, and always found companionship with people over lunchtime that
has naturally deepened, resulting in some fascinating sharing with Buddhists,
atheists and all sorts of other outlooks.
The church also needs people to support its own IT requirements, so for the last
fifteen years I have taken pleasure in being able to help in many ways with purchases and advice.
Please pray for a good work/life balance; for good influences at work; and for my
wife Tiffany who has been unwell recently.

Children & Youth
Helping to grow a faith that lasts
Please pray for:

Those who encountered God in a new way on the recent SNG and
Attic Café weekends, that they would grow what has been birthed
within them

God to break through the rising tide of anxiety, depression, panic
attacks and self harm that is prevalent among children and young
people in the UK

The Open the Book teams that go into Primary schools and New
Siblands, that they would engage with the spirituality of the children.

National & Global Issues
Crying out to God for the deep needs of our nation and our world
Please pray:

For all those affected by recent terrorist attacks in Lahore, Baghdad, Brussels

For those areas where conflict and war has little media coverage:
for example civil wars in Sudan, South Sudan and Yemen.

World Mission

This Month: SIFT

Touching the world through praying for our wider mission links
and for the persecuted Church
“Sowing seeds of hope in Nicaragua”
SIFT is a Christian based charity that has been working in Nicaragua since 2000 and
became a registered UK charity and NGO in 2002. Initially, it was found that health and
education were amongst the greatest needs in Nicaragua and so projects based on these
needs were introduced, including, since 2002:

Running health clinics to provide affordable healthcare to rural communities

Sponsoring the education and vocational training for children and young people
from deprived areas.

Supporting the work of an orphanage

Supporting a centre for young women who are victims of abuse and the sex trade.

Supporting women and the ministry of churches and various Christians across
Nicaragua.

Running trips for sponsors and volunteers to foster partnership and awareness.
Our greatest prayer would be that we would know God’s provision so that the projects will
not only be able to continue, but flourish. Also that every person touched by these projects
will know the love of Christ.

TBC Mission

This month: Two by Two

Soaking our many outreach activities in prayer
Two by Two, our toddler group is celebrating its 25th anniversary and it is
as popular as ever. In fact, we currently have over 40 children on our
waiting list with nearly 60 registered with us over the current two sessions on Monday and Wednesday mornings.
Please pray for:
The eyes of those who come to be opened to see Jesus;
A way forward to start a third session to reduce the waiting list (if you
could be part of the answer to this prayer please speak to Nicky Phipps
or Sally Heath);
The helpers as they interact with both children and parent/grandparents/
carers, that they will have compassion and wisdom and show the love
of Jesus in action;
Families with particular needs such as children who don’t sleep and rocky
relationships between parents.

Local & UK Mission

This month: Nik & Tiffany Strode

Soaking our many outreach activities in prayer
Nik and Tiff. And their daughter Bethany, live and work as missionaries on
the North Bransholme Estate in Hull, one of the most deprived areas of the
city. They are involved in living out their faith through a number of community initiatives.
Prayers:

For the Community services, and how to bridge the gap between
church and community. At the Easter service, over half those attending
don’t normally “do church”, and at other services there is always a mix of
Christians and non-faith people.

For the Pennine church plant team - for strength, health and times to
just be together. For Iain who is leading the church plant.

For summer activities and camps - that adults and children will sign up,
especially those form non-Christian families


Praises:

For Beth - especially at school. She has found the CU and a Christian friend
too.

For the anonymous large grant which has enabled renovations of the
Pennine to continue apace. Also for the donation of chairs from TBC - the
timing of that, along with the renovations, is fantastic!

Thank you for all your prayers - we do believe they are vital to the work
here - and God is answering them

