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Matthew 6:1-4  (NIVUK)

6 ‘Be careful not to practise your righteousness in front of others to be seen 

by them. If you do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven.

2 ‘So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honoured by 

others. Truly I tell you, they have received their reward in full. 3 But when you 

give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 

doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees 

what is done in secret, will reward you.

The Principle

The First Illustration: Giving
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Intrinsic vs extrinsic rewards

Rewards?
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3 

‘Blessed are the poor in spirit,

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 

Blessed are those who mourn,

    for they will be comforted.
5 

Blessed are the meek,

    for they will inherit the earth.
6 

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,

    for they will be filled.
7 

Blessed are the merciful,

    for they will be shown mercy.
8 

Blessed are the pure in heart,

    for they will see God.
9 

Blessed are the peacemakers,

    for they will be called children of God.
10 

Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness,

    for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

Intrinsic rewards of a disciple

Rewards?
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3 But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right 

hand is doing, 4 so that your giving may be in secret. 

Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.
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Matthew 5:16 In the same way, let your light shine before others, that they 

may see your good deeds and glorify your Father in heaven.

not what you do but why you do it
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Leviticus 19:9 ‘“When you reap 

the harvest of your land, do not 

reap to the very edges of your 

field or gather the gleanings of 

your harvest. 10 Do not go over 

your vineyard a second time or 

pick up the grapes that have 

fallen. Leave them for the poor 

and the foreigner. I am the Lord 

your God.
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Amos 8:4 

Hear this, you who trample the needy

    and do away with the poor of the land,

5 saying,

‘When will the New Moon be over

    that we may sell grain,

and the Sabbath be ended

    that we may market wheat?’–

skimping on the measure,

    boosting the price

    and cheating with dishonest scales,
6 

buying the poor with silver

    and the needy for a pair of sandals,

    selling even the sweepings with the wheat.

7 The Lord has sworn by himself, the Pride of Jacob: 

‘I will never forget anything they have done.
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Acts 2:44 All the 

believers were 

together and had 

everything in 

common. 45 They 

sold property and 

possessions to give 

to anyone who had 

need.
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James 1:27 Religion 

that God our Father 

accepts as pure and 

faultless is this: to 

look after orphans 

and widows in their 

distress and to keep 

oneself from being 

polluted by the 

world.
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Closed fist

Calculating mind

Transformed heart

Three views on Christian Giving
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Earn all you can,

Save all you can,

Give all you can.

give yourself fully to whatever God 

has called you to

live as simply as possible

dispose of everything except what is 

needed to maintain your simple lifestyle
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