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The fulfilment of the law
17 ‘Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I 
have not come to abolish them but to fulfil them. 18 For truly I tell you, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of 
a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is 
accomplished. 19 Therefore anyone who sets aside one of the least of 
these commands and teaches others accordingly will be called least in the 
kingdom of heaven, but whoever practises and teaches these commands 
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. 20 For I tell you that unless 
your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of 
the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven.
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1:1 This is the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah the son of David, the son of Abraham:

1:22-23   All this took place to fulfil what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘The virgin will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and they will call him Immanuel’ (which means ‘God with us’).

2:4-6 - he asked them where the Messiah was to be born.  ‘In 
Bethlehem in Judea,’ they replied, ‘for this is what the prophet has 
written:... ‘“But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no 
means least among the rulers of Judah;

2:14 left for Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so 
was fulfilled what the Lord had said through the prophet: ‘Out of 
Egypt I called my son.

2:17-18 Then what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 
‘A voice is heard in Ramah,  weeping and great mourning...

2:23 and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was 
fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called 
a Nazarene.
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Son of God

Passover Lamb

The Temple

Israel (God’s Vine)

The Suffering servant

The humble king

The Son of Man

The Wisdom of God
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The new Moses
The Bread from Heaven

The New Creation
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7 ‘Do not think that I 
have come to abolish 

the Law or the 
Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them 
but to fulfil them. 

John 5:39,40 You study the 
Scriptures diligently because you think 
that in them you have eternal life. 
These are the very Scriptures that 
testify about me, yet you refuse to 
come to me to have life.
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s Luke 24:25 He said to them, “How 
foolish you are, and how slow to 
believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have 
to suffer these things and then enter 
his glory?” 27 And beginning with 
Moses and all the Prophets, he 
explained to them what was said in 
all the Scriptures concerning 
himself.

44 He said to them, “This is what I told you 
while I was still with you: Everything must 
be fulfilled that is written about me in the 
Law of Moses, the Prophets and the 
Psalms.”
45 Then he opened their minds so they could 
understand the Scriptures.
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20 For I tell you that unless your righteousness 
surpasses that of the Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter 
the kingdom of heaven.
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Galatians 3:24 So the law was our guardian until Christ 
came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this 

faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.
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Romans 3:21 But now apart from the law the righteousness of 
God has been made known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is given through faith 
in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God, 24 and all are justified freely by his grace 
through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
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surpassing righteousness

7:12 So in 
everything, do to 
others what you 
would have 
them do to you, 
for this sums up 
the Law and the 
Prophets.

5:20 For I tell you that 
unless your 

righteousness 
surpasses that of the 

Pharisees and the 
teachers of the law, 

you will certainly not 
enter the kingdom of 

heaven.

What is the 
point of your 
Bible reading?

wriggling 
avoidance or 

radical 
obedience?

5:21-48

Who are you 
trying to 
impress?

friends and 
followers or 
Father in 
heaven?

6:1-18

How do you 
relate to your 

‘stuff ’?

anxiety and 
possession or 

trust and 
simplicity?

6:19-34

How do you 
relate to 
others & 
yourself?

pointing the 
finger or 

purifying your 
heart?

7:1-12
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Fulfilment of Law our relationship to the law

Matt 28:19 Therefore go and make 
disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father and 
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

20 and teaching them to obey 
everything I have commanded you.

1 Cor. 9: 20  To those under the law I 
became like one under the law (though I 
myself am not under the law), so as to 

win those under the law. 21 To those not 
having the law I became like one not 
having the law (though I am not free 

from God’s law but am under Christ’s 
law), so as to win those not having the 

law.
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Fulfilment of Law our relationship to the law

Romans 14:14,15 I am convinced, being fully 
persuaded in the Lord Jesus, that nothing is 

unclean in itself. But if anyone regards something as 
unclean, then for that person it is unclean. If your 

brother or sister is distressed because of what you 
eat, you are no longer acting in love. Do not by your 

eating destroy someone for whom Christ died. 

Acts 10:28, 29 He said to them: ‘You are 
well aware that it is against our law for 

a Jew to associate with or visit a 
Gentile. But God has shown me that I 

should not call anyone impure or 
unclean. So when I was sent for, I 

came without raising any objection.
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Let Jesus interpret it
until you’ve found Jesus there, doubt you’ve understood it

Let it drive you to Jesus
let the law teach you how much you need a saviour

Live it like Jesus
if it doesn’t make you live more like Jesus, 

you definitely haven’t understood it!
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