The Sermon
on the mount
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5:31 ‘It has been said, “Anyone who divorces his wife must give her a certificate of
divorce.” 32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for sexual
immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone who marries a divorced
woman commits adultery.

19:3 Some Pharisees came to him to test him. They asked, ‘Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife for any and every reason?

4 ‘Haven’t you read, he replied, ‘that at the beginning the Creator “made them male and
female,” 5 and said, “For this reason a man will leave his father and mother and be
united to his wife, and the two will become one flesh”? 6 So they are no longer two, but
one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together, let no one separate.

7 ‘Why then, they asked, ‘did Moses command that a man give his wife a certificate of
divorce and send her away?”

8 Jesus replied, ‘Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were

hard. But it was not this way from the beginning. 9 I tell you that anyone who divorces
his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery”
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4 ‘Haven’t you read, he replied, ‘that at the beginning th tor “made them male and
on a man will leave his father and mother and be united to his wife, and the
two will become one flesh’
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Ephesians 5

31 “For this reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be united to his
wife, and the two will become one
flesh.” 32 This is a profound mystery—
but | am talking about Christ and the
church.

N =
'\S\Showing God=
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Hosea 3:1

The Lord said to me, “Go, show your
love to your wife again, though she is
loved by another man and is an Hor
adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves Forglvmg
the Israelites, though they turn to other
gods and love the sacred raisin cakes.”
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Deut. 24 If a man marries a woman who becomes displeasing to him because he finds
something indecent about her, and he writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her and
sends her from his house, 2 and if after she leaves his house she becomes the wife of another
man, 3 and her second husband dislikes her and writes her a certificate of divorce, gives it to her
and sends her from his house, or if he dies, 4 then her first husband, who divorced her, is not
allowed to marry her again after she has been defiled. That would be detestable in the eyes of
the Lord. Do not bring sin upon the land the Lord your God is giving you as an inheritance.
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Hillel - any reason Shammai - only sexual sin

(focus: something) \ (Focus: ‘indecent’)

‘Is it lawful for a man to
divorce his wife for any and
every reason?”
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32 But I tell you that anyone who divorces his wife, except for
sexual immorality, makes her the victim of adultery, and anyone
who marries a divorced woman commits adultery.
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1 Corinthians 7:12 To the rest | say this (I, not the Lord): If any brother has a wife who is not
a believer and she is willing to live with him, he must not divorce her. 13 And if a woman
has a husband who is not a believer and he is willing to live with her, she must not

divorce him....
15 But if the unbeliever leaves, let it be so. The brother or the sister is not bound in

such circumstances; God has called us to live in peace.
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Exodus 21:10-11

10 If [a man] marries another woman, he must not deprive the first one of her food,
clothing and marital rights. 11 If he does not provide her with these three
things, she is to go free, without any payment of money.
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Heading for Divorce?

healing & reconciliation first resort

where continued, wilful, unrepentant
breaking of the marriage covenant
(adultery, abandonment or abuse) divorce
is a reluctant last resort, God’s way of
protecting the innocent against the
hardness of their partner’s heart.

K SHNEW'S: The Sermon
s Mg s on the mount
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Considering Remarriage?

as the innocent party of a legitimate
divorce (adultery, abandonment or
abuse) you are free
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Already Remarried?

Turn away from:
Self justification
if you were in the wrong confess your sin to
God and receive his forgiveness. Turn away
from any remaining vindictiveness to former
spouse.

Self-determination
TR commit yourself to God’s perspective from
/.}(’II# P2CC this point on and turn away from any beliefs,
attitudes or behaviours that contributed to
your previous divorce

Self-condemnation
divorce/adultery not unforgiveable sin.
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Feel You’ve Blown It?

“On the basis of the gospel and in the
interest of truth [ am compelled to say
this: even adultery is not the
unforgiveable sin. It is a terrible sin, but
God forbid that there should be anyone
who feels that he or she has sinned
himself or herself outside the love of
God or outside his kingdom because of
adultery [or the breakdown of a
marriage].” MLJ
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