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Danny Bonnett 

 Chartered Civil Engineer, working in Bristol. 

 Born in Saudi Arabia (1971), lived in Lebanon and Greece 
and England as a child 

 Early career travelled a lot.  Worked in Uzbekistan, 
Malaysia and the Philippines 

 I have mostly  worked in energy, but other things too.  Coal 
fired power stations, oil and gas platforms offshore, 
tobacco factories, buildings and latterly renewable energy 
structures (onshore and offshore wind). 

 Presently living in Thornbury for the last year, married to Jo 
with daughters Zoe (11) and Abbey (9 today). 

 Brought up as a Catholic.  Stopped practicing during my 
university years and until Jo and I began attending a 
COE/Methodist LEP for the 10 years before coming to TBC. 



Practical aspects - Topics 

 Stuff (not shopping) 

 Energy 

 Transport 

 Food 

 Housing and Money 



Stuff 

 Fairtrade and Traidcraft 

 Faritrade bananas allow their growers to live a life 
where their children may be able to afford to go to 
school.  Also the bananas are grown with care for 
the environment – one of the principles of Fairtrade. 

 Fairphone – no conflict minerals in a Fairphone, a 
battery you can replace when it’s old, and free 
source software allowing you to choose if when to 
upgrade/modify. 

 Clothes from a charity shop are best – Oxfam gets 
my vote. Ethical Consumer is a great advisor, for 
most household items.  Washing machines, 
computers, phones – they are all rated in: 
http://www.ethicalconsumer.org/ 

 Try a bring and swap event for clothes – can be 
great fun, and you can make an evening of it.  Who 
needs Cribbs? 

 Reduce/Reuse/Recycle 

 

 

http://www.ethicalconsumer.org/
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Energy 

 Use less (pollution, opportunity cost, impact) 

 Go renewable (Good Energy, Ecotricity or grow 
your own…) 

 Think about the transition…… 

 Solar panels pay back the energy used in 
manufacture in 5 years (of a minimum 20 year 
life). 

 (Big) Wind turbines pay back the energy of 
manufacture in 3 months! 

 ALSO – Divest! 

 The Carbon Bubble is a real concern for pension 
funds and pensioners (current and future).  Is your 
pension over-invested in oil companies? 

 Try the Bristol Energy cooperative’s latest share 
and bond issue:  

 

 



Some facts.... 



Transport 

 Travel less 

 Go by leg, bike, train. 

 Use a Brompton 

 Electic bikes – great if you’re 
up for it, but a bit worried 

(rightly so) about Alveston 

Hill! 

 Google does bike routes 
too: 

 

 

 

 



Isles of Scilly 

 Go to local places (Like the Isles of 
Scilly, by train and ferry) 

 Use this website: 
http://www.traveline.info/ 

 Going to Europe?  Try this: 

http://www.bahn.de/p_en/vie

w/index.shtml 

http://www.traveline.info/
http://www.bahn.de/p_en/view/index.shtml
http://www.bahn.de/p_en/view/index.shtml


 



Food 

 Eat less meat….and dairy 

 Eat 1 calorie of beef, this 

requires 15 calories of grain 

to provide 

 1 calorie of lamb, 8 calories 

of grain 

 1 calorie of chicken, 2 

calories of grain 

 1 calorie of grain, one 

calorie of grain 

 Thornbury Organic Food 

cooperative (local and 

organic and cooperative, 
thru Judith and Bob Dale). 



Housing and Money 
 www.ecology.co.uk for mortgages which reward 

energy efficiency. 

 The Centre for Alternative Technology in 

Machynlleth in Wales is a top spot for a visit – lots 

of ideas about lower impact housing, gardening 

and lifestyles. 

 Not exciting, but true – best payback comes from 

draft-proofing and loft insulation. 

 Passivehaus standard for low energy housing.  

Most of the time, the only heating you will need 
will be your computer, and yourself! 

 

 

http://www.ecology.co.uk/
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