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Fulfilment of God’s Law our relationship to God’s law

Six antitheses

You have heard... but I say to you

Greater 

righteousness
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you don’t walk 
your talk (23:2,3)

you keep the letter 
of the Law but avoid 
the spirit of the Law

(15:1-9)
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21 ‘You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, “You shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be subject to judgment.” 22 But I 

tell you that anyone who is angry with a brother or sister will be subject to 

judgment. Again, anyone who says to a brother or sister, “Raca,” is 

answerable to the court. And anyone who says, “You fool!” will be in 

danger of the fire of hell.

23 ‘Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember 

that your brother or sister has something against you, 24 leave your gift 

there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to them; then come 

and offer your gift.

25 ‘Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. 

Do it while you are still together on the way, or your adversary may hand 

you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, 

and you may be thrown into prison. 26 Truly I tell you, you will not get out 

until you have paid the last penny.
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21 ‘You have heard that it was said to 

the people long ago, “You shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be 

subject to judgment.” 22 But I tell you 

that anyone who is angry with a brother or 

sister will be subject to judgment.

Jesus shows the intent of the Law
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righteous anger 
concern for others that seeks reform

vs
selfish anger 

personal hurt that seeks revenge 
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21 ‘You have heard that it was said to 

the people long ago, “You shall not 

murder, and anyone who murders will be 

subject to judgment.” 22 But I tell you 

that anyone who is angry with a brother or 

sister will be subject to judgment. Again, 

anyone who says to a brother or sister, 

“Raca,” is answerable to the court. And 

anyone who says, “You fool!” will be in 

danger of the fire of hell.

God treats reconciliation with the utmost seriousness
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6: 14 For if you forgive other people when 

they sin against you, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you. 15 But if you do not 

forgive others their sins, your Father will 

not forgive your sins.

Anger, bitterness and resentment are spiritual suicide

1 John4:20 Whoever claims to love God yet 

hates a brother or sister is a liar. For whoever 

does not love their brother and sister, whom 

they have seen, cannot love God, whom they 

have not seen. 21 And he has given us this 

command: Anyone who loves God must also 

love their brother and sister.
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Ephesians 4:20 That, however, is not the way of life you learned 21 when you heard about 

Christ and were taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 

22 You were taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off your old self... 24 and 

to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness...

26 “In your anger do not sin”: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27 and do 

not give the devil a foothold...

29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for 

building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30 And do 

not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption. 

31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 

malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ 

God forgave you.

Anger, bitterness and resentment are spiritual suicide
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Galatians 5:16 So I say, live by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the 

flesh... 

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 

20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, 

dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as 

I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 

24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and 

desires. 

25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

Anger, bitterness and resentment are spiritual suicide
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23 ‘Therefore, if you are offering your gift 

at the altar and there remember that your 

brother or sister has something against 

you, 24 leave your gift there in front of 

the altar. First go and be reconciled to 

them; then come and offer your gift.

25 ‘Settle matters quickly with your 

adversary who is taking you to court. Do 

it while you are still together on the way, 

Kingdom Reconciliation

Take the initiative

Consider the cost of not acting

Act as quickly as you can

Go to great lengths

Consider Jesus’ example

Pray to be filled with the Spirit
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