Personal & Church Renewal
In his book ‘Prayer – Experiencing Awe and Intimacy with
God’, Timothy Keller offers a sailing metaphor to help us
reflect on ‘where we are with God’ at the moment.
Are you sailing – living the fullness of the Christian life with the
Spirit’s wind at your back?
Are you rowing – still moving with God but finding things more a duty than a delight?
Are you drifting – touching base with God when it suits, but finding your purpose and
fulfilment elsewhere along the way?
Are you sinking – lost any sense of engagement with God and sinking into an alternative way of life?
Use Keller’s metaphors as you reflect on your own spiritual life. Turn your thoughts
into prayer.
Now use them as you pray for others, especially any that you know who are

There is a time . . . . . . .
I wonder how October makes you feel? The daylight is shorter and the
darkness is longer, there is a sense of heading into the long dark winter.
Christmas is a light at the end of the tunnel but after that nature shuts
down and waits for spring. It all seems a long time before light and life returns. My intention is not to make you feel gloomy, or project onto you my
own feelings but the changing of the seasons can have a deep psychological and physiological impact on us as human beings and sometimes there
can be a spiritual effect as well. The changing seasons in a year are a reminder of Ecclesiastes 3 "There is a time for everything, and a season for
every activity under heaven ". Knowing this gives us an assurance that God
is with us in all seasons, however hard that season may seem for us, but
also that recognising this we need to share and support each other
through the seasons. So my prayer for each of us this month is that you
will know, deep within you, that God is with you and loves you whatever is
happening in your life, that God will change you and help you grow in him
and that as Church we will seek to support each other through life.

drifting or sinking.

connect

Reaching out to God for a deeper awareness of his life in us
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Salvation

Praying for those we long to see come to faith

Frontline Mission

This month: Engineering

Pray for the Holy Spirit to be at work in your networks and contacts, drawing people
towards Jesus.

Each month we pray for an individual and for all those who share the same
area of life and work. Their Frontline!

Pray for opportunities to share the love of Jesus on your frontline this month (don’t forget to get your small group to pray with you too).

Engineers can work in lots of different environments... this is based on my
experience of office work at Renishaw:
Don't get many opportunities to witness directly to people but it's easy to
share recent experiences and people are often very interested and willing to
engage in conversation about Christian matters. Most people are quite intellectual and think about things logically, so having evidence and a structured
argument helps if you're trying to convince anyone of anything! People have a
professional attitude so setting a 'good example' is harder than it is outside of
work as most people are polite, kind, helpful etc anyway. However, I've found
that talking about working with the youth on a Friday night and taking holiday
to go to Soul Survivor is enough to show others that I use my spare time differently (as opposed to making a robot or writing a program to take over the world). It can be depressing sat in the office all week but God uses us all in different ways.

Pray for those on the current Alpha Course.
Pray for any ‘prodigals’ in your family – those who once had a faith but who have wandered off.

Healing

Seeking God’s healing and wholeness for those with health problems
Pray for . . . Sarah Britten, Jean Cannon, Alison Collett, Noel Defraine, Rosemary
Howell, Ruth Hulse, Joan Jones’ niece Carol, Marie Merrick, Mike Spiller, Len Steele,
Dave Tate, young Conan, and others who are suffering with ill health.
Pray for . . .all those known to us who have recently been bereaved.
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Prayer points:
- That we would work joyfully and to the best of our ability.
- That we would always remember that God is present, even when problems are tough to
solve and it all gets crazy.
- That God would use us to witness to colleagues in ways that they that they understand, and
that they would be open to listen.
Mark Dale

Children & Youth
Helping to grow a faith that lasts
Please pray for

The summer encounters with God through Soul Survivor,
Scripture Union, Mission Romania and much more to translate into radical distinctive discipleship

Those who have gone to University or have left home for
other reasons, that they would find strong Christian friendships and supportive
churches

The new venture of Godly Play in our Children’s work, that our children would
encounter God through it.

National & Global Issues
Crying out to God for the deep needs of our nation and our world
Please pray

For Syria

For the fair treatment of refugees and asylum seekers

For the continuing crisis and the risks of famine in Yemen

For peace in Palestine and Israel

For UK MPs as the Commons resumes on 10th October

World Mission

This Month: Mark & Tammy Baker

Touching the world through praying for our wider mission links
and for the persecuted Church
Mark & Tammy work for YWAM (Youth With A Mission) in Sabah, Malaysia. Daughter Bethany studies in Singapore and son David is in his penultimate year of secondary school.
At their Discipleship Training School (DTS) course from January to June this year 12 Malaysian
students completed the course which included outreach in Malaysia and Indonesia. Preparations for a further DTS in 2017 are in full swing!
Looking forward, God is speaking to them about other possible ministries, including GoFest,
a five-day Missions Conference in Sabah in December 2017.
At their church, Mark and Tammy help run Alpha Parenting and Marriage courses and Mark
often speaks in church. Both still teach at an English Centre.
They are looking forward to being in the UK by late November for 6 weeks.
Please pray.







For God’s continued protection and wisdom relating to the religious and political scenery in Malaysia
For all four of them to keep their hearts open to the Lord’s leading for ministry and
focus
For staff and students of DTS 2017 - that they will have the right people on board
For the planning and preparation for GoFest Malaysia 2017
For their UK visit, for reasonably priced flights, safe travel and adequate preparation
and arrangements for the January 2017 programmes

TBC Mission

This month: The Open House

Soaking our many outreach activities in prayer
Open House is a club for anyone which gives an opportunity for people to meet,
talk, make friendships, drink tea. There is also quite a bit of pool played too! It
also provides an informal context for folk to talk about deep things concerning
life and faith. It meets on Thursday afternoon between 1.00 pm and 3.00 pm. If
you would like to join this group just come along or if you know of a neighbour
or friend who would benefit from something like this please feel free to invite
them - it’s an Open House.
Please pray:
That those who would benefit from a group like this would become aware of it.
That friendships grow and develop.
That the Holy Spirit is active and at work amongst those who attend.

Local & UK Mission This month:
Streetspace
Soaking our many outreach activities in prayer
It’s great to see so many young people showing openness to an experience of Jesus at the moment. This seems to be happening commonly in
the relaxed settings of youth club and street-based work rather than in the more formal
schools mentoring. At the end of summer whilst on a two-day skate tour with a group of
older boys around Somerset we saw God heal the ligament in a guy’s foot through prayer! I
love the goodness of God and am more and more confident that he’s moving amongst the
young people we’re working with.
Please pray:
·
For all the youth workers to prioritise God in their lives and dream big – that we’d see
Jesus’ church rise up from the streets!
·
For us all to have the courage and conviction for sold-out obedience to God.
·
For love, wisdom and prophecy in our conversations with young people.
Dan Potter

