
Sin, Suffering and Science

can we reconcile the findings of science  

with the message of the Bible?

Andrew is Emeritus Professor of Biochemistry and Senior Research Fellow at Bristol University.    
Andrew was a senior academic at bristol University for many years. He has published more than 
200 original research papers and was elected a Fellow of the Academy of Medical Sciences in 

2008.  In 2010 he was awarded the Keilin Memorial Lecture and Medal of The Biochemical 
Society.  Andrew has served in various leadership and teaching roles in the church and academia 

and until recently he was the National Chair of Christians in Science. He is passionate about 
helping people to see how Science is a friend and not an enemy of the Christian Faith. 

The findings of science indicate that death and 
disease, earthquakes, floods and droughts etc 
have been part of the fabric of creation from its 
very beginning.  So how does that fit with The Fall 
as described in Genesis, and how could a God of 
love have created a world that allows such 
suffering?  I will explore a Christian perspective 
that respects both Science and Scripture while 
admitting that there is a mystery here that we will 
never truly fathom. 

I will suggest that there are insights that science 
brings that may help us in our conversations with 

non-Christians for whom a common response is "I cannot believe in a God 
who created a world full of suffering".
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