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Discussion Questions
e Elliot described this passage as ‘an oasis’ in the middle of passages where Jesus is in
conflict with the Pharisees and others. Do members of the group read the passage in
that way? What ‘refreshment’ do they find in the passage?

e Some versions of the Bible translate v.18 as “Look at my Servant,... Elliot spoke
about the importance of where we fix our gaze — whether on our circumstances or
on Jesus.

o How do people in the group maintain a focus on Jesus in day-to-day life?
o What difference does it make?
o isiteasyor hard? Why?

e Elliot drew out the Trinitarian references in v.18 (the Father’s servant; the servant
(Jesus) himself; and the Spirit). How does the presence of Father, Jesus and Spirit
shape people’s worship, private prayer and daily life?

e Elliot’s main point was to point out the distinctive of God’s kingdom justice. Whereas
popular notions of justice often have to do with punishment or payback (‘retributive
justice’), Jesus’ justice is about bringing healing, redemption and wholeness
(‘restorative justice’). How do people in the group respond to that insight? What
evidence is there in the surrounding chapters that Jesus was more concerned to
bring life and health than judgment or punishment?

e Elliot ended with the following quote from Heidi Baker: “Ministry is simply loving the
person in front of you. It’s about stopping for the one and being the very fragrance of
Jesus to a lost and dying world?’

o How do people in the group react to that quotation?
o Does anyone have any stories of ‘stopping for the one’ recently?

Takeaway
What is the main thing each person is taking away from this discussion?

Spend time praying with one another in the light of your discussion.
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