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Discussion Questions

1. Why do you think the Pharisees were so concerned about the disciples picking and
eating grain on the Sabbath (v1,2 and see Exodus 20:8-11)?
o What does this reveal about their understanding of God's law?

2. How does Jesus use the examples of David and the priests to respond to the
Pharisees' accusation (for context see 1 Samuel 21:1-6)?
o What point is Jesus making about himself?

3. Jesus quotes, “l desire mercy, not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6).” What do you think this
means in the context of this passage?
o How might this principle apply to Christian discipleship today?

4. What does Jesus mean when he says, “The Son of Man is Lord of the Sabbath”?
o What does this statement reveal about his authority and identity?

5. In the synagogue, Jesus argues that it is lawful to do good on the Sabbath. Why do
you think the Pharisees opposed healing the man with the shrivelled hand?
o What contrast do you see between Jesus' priorities and theirs?

6. The passage ends with the Pharisees plotting to kill Jesus after he heals the man.
Why do you think Jesus' actions provoked such a strong reaction (see Exodus 31:12-
14)?

o Are there times when people can become so focused on rules, traditions, or
procedures that they overlook compassion and helping others? What might
Jesus say about those situations?

Takeaway
What is the main thing each person is taking away from this discussion?

Spend time praying with one another in the light of your discussion.
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCM10waJ4eSICosAjl90fzjw
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