
5th July Thornbury Baptist Church Early Church/10:30 
 Small Group Discussion Questions 

 Contents Page 1 of 1 

 
Talk Date: July 5th, 2026 
Talk title: Encountering Jesus 
Passage: Matthew 12:38-45 
Speaker: Mark Baker 
 
1. Encountering Jesus  
When I encounter Jesus, how do I Respond?  
Do I try and defend myself or humbly Repent? 
And once I have repented do I seek His Restoration and Refilling? 
 
The Encounter 
You know it is exactly responses like these that Jesus was longing for from the people in 
our passage. Read Mt 12:38-45. 
Who encountered Jesus in this passage? And how did they respond? 
Who encountered God in the stories Jesus told, whether that was through his 
prophet, king, etc. and how did they respond? 
 
2. Trees & Fruit Matthew 12:33  
Remember last week Katie read to us from Mt 12: which finished with: Mt 12:33. And I 
wonder whether this ‘gang of experts’ (Mt 12:38) are challenging Jesus again and saying, 
“Okay show us your fruit!” But they had 'conveniently forgotten’ all the miracles He had 
already done. 
What miracles can you remember that Jesus had already performed?  
How would you have responded after seeing these miracles? 
 
3. What is this ‘sign of Jonah’?  
Why do you think they (remember ‘this generation’) wanted another sign/a different 
sign? 
What do you think of Jesus’ response to these people? (Mt 12:39) What does this 
response tell you about the character of God? 
 
4. Who are the ones that will condemn this generation? Why do you think that will 

be? (You may want to refer to the book of Jonah and 1 Kings 10:1-13) 
 
5. Can you relate to the picture of the ‘empty’ house in Mt 12:43-44, if so how? 
 
6. Let’s Respond  
David wrote Ps 51 responding to God highlighting his shortcomings and maybe it can help 
us today. Ps 51:10 Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit 
within me.11 Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12 Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 
 
Maybe we could take some time to … 
* Examine our hearts & Repent of anything He may be highlighting to you. 
* Return to Him. 
* Ask for His Restoration and Refilling of His Spirit. 
 
Takeaway 
What is the main thing each person is taking away from this discussion? 
Spend time praying with one another in the light of your discussion. 


