
Connect
Praying together at TBC    August 2026

Monday: Nursing

Hi my name is Toni. I am mum to Esther 
and Ezekiel and married to Matty. We 
have been attending TBC since 2022. 
My frontline outside of church is 
nursing, I am a Neonatal Sister at 
Southmead NICU. I lean on my faith to 
not only support the families and staff 
I meet and work with but also to help 
me make sense of some of the really 
difficult situations and cases.  

One of the biggest questions I get asked as a Christian within neonatal 
nursing is “how can you see what you see everyday and still have 
faith?”. My response is always “how can I not have faith in this 
environment?”. My faith and TBC community help me to work through 
some of those hard cases without feeling completely overwhelmed and 
helpless. Instead of struggling with my own emotions, I pass this over to 
God and refocus on supporting the families and staff I work with.

As a church family it would be amazing for prayer around:

• Prayer for rest and recuperation for nurses
• Prayer for the families we meet - that they may find peace and healing 

in difficult situations
• For God to shine through the work we do rather than our own skills or 

talents



Tuesday: TBC Community Mission Wednesday: Local/UK Partners

A small team have visited Leyhill Open 
Mens Prison for many years. One of the 
prisons aims to rese�le long term 
prisoner before their release. Anyone 
causing problems is shipped out to a 
closed prison so generally it is peaceable.  

The popula�on is 500 soon to rise to 700 
and a small number a�end our bible 
studies, we are all flawed so are persons 
lives transformed by the word of God, 
some are keen even with their problems.  
We never ask about their crimes and if 
they say something weird, say that is one 
way at looking at it but what do you think 
of God's word? 

Prayer points for Prison ministry:
• New men a�end as regulars are 

released.

Beloved is a charity that offers prac�cal, 
emo�onal and spiritual support for 
women working in the indoor sex 
industry in Bristol. We run regular 
outreach into the massage parlours in the 
city as well as offering a 1:1 casework 
service. We also work with the 
Universi�es, highligh�ng to the students 
the dangers of engaging in sex work to 
fund their studies. We are supported by 
volunteers from local churches who work 
alongside a small staff team. We also 
work closely with local organisa�ons 
suppor�ng vulnerable and trafficked 
women.

Prayer points for Beloved:
• Mums (and their children) who 

struggle with motherhood in general, 
especially during school holidays when 
all support through school has 
stopped for a few weeks.

• Women who are struggling with debts
• University students to make good 

choices about ways to earn money to 
supplement their student loans. 

• All the team, the volunteers, and the 
owners of the parlours as we prepare 
for the upcoming workshops and 
parlour visits.



Thursday: World Mission Partners Friday: Family Work @TBC

3P Ministries – a new partner, who are 
mul�plying healthy churches in the more 
difficult/remote parts of the Arabic, 
Turkic and Persian worlds. 
They are an interna�onal team, (founded 
by a UK surgeon 30yrs ago) working 
through local Chris�an leaders to: 
• Plant sustainable churches among 

unreached people groups
•  Support Persecuted believers and 

those in conflict zones with 
humanitarian aid and discipleship.

• And galvanise global Prayer support

The team ministers in 20 majority 
Muslim countries, suppor�ng 250 local 
Chris�an leaders, empowering them to 
effec�vely share the Gospel, disciple 
believers and establish healthy churches 
where Chris�an witness and faith comes 
at great personal cost.

Prayer Points for 3P Ministries
• Con�nue to provide humanitarian aid 

and trauma healing work in the 
remote dangerous areas of Sudan and 
Afghanistan. Thank God that so far in 
2026 over 1000 people have come to 
faith in Afghanistan.

• For the leadership and church 
plan�ng training currently in progress 
in Syria. 

• Pray for peace in Israel/Pales�ne and 
that postponed training for church 
plan�ng /community development 
will go ahead in Nazareth, the West 
Bank and Gaza.

On a Monday lunch �me each week 
we welcome Mums to a Bible study.

We share lunch together, study the 
word, share and pray for one another.

This group has welcomed mums from 
Two by Two, coffee shop and our 
church family. We are a mixture of new 
Chris�ans, seekers and long in the 
tooth Chris�ans!! It has been so 
exci�ng to journey with these Mums 
and their li�le ones and is one of the 
main discipleship groups for the 
families ministry.

Praise & prayer for Families Ministry:
• We praise God for the lives of a 

number of these mums who have 
become Chris�ans in the last 18 
months. For His faithfulness and 
love as some have overcome 
addic�ons and navigated difficult 
personal circumstances.

• Please pray for the con�nued 
growth of each of our mums in their 
rela�onship with Jesus and their 
understanding of Gods word.

• That they too would have 
opportunity to share the hope they 
have received with their friends and 
loved ones.



web: www.thornburybap�stchurch.org.uk
email: office@thornburybap�stchurch.org.uk
tel: 01454 419118

Come, let us return to the Lord (Hosea 6:1)

If only we had never le� the Lord in the first 
place! And yet many Chris�ans, at some 
point in their lives, find they’ve wandered 
away. Some�mes deliberately, but o�en, like 
the lost sheep in Jesus’ story, they didn’t 
mean to but somehow, they just got trapped 
some way from home.

Feeling a distance between ourselves and 
God can s�r a range of emo�ons. Loneliness. 
Emp�ness. Some�mes even guilt.

What brought us to this point? A loss? A bad 
decision? A crisis moment? A lack of concern 
for our own spiritual well-being?

Can you relate to all this – or do you have a 
friend who might?

The good news is that ‘return’ is always 
possible. What might returning to the Lord 
look like for you – or your friend.

Turn your thoughts to prayer. Come, let us 
return to the Lord.

Arise Africa: Stop the violence. Start the 
healing

Millions of Chris�ans have been driven from 
their homes by violence and conflict in Sub 
Saharan Africa. The African church asks us to 
stand with them against this persecu�on.

Jemal* in Ethopia lost everything when 
Islamist radicals a�acked his village. “In just 
one hour, they destroyed everything,” he 
says. “In a single day, they turned everything 
to ash.” This came on top of months of 
economic exclusion, o�en used as a weapon 
to marginalise and impoverish Chris�ans in 
parts of sub-Saharan Africa – extreme 
Muslim clerics warned Muslims not to do 
business with believers, or even talk to them.

Arise Africa is a global campaign aiming to 
raise awareness, financial support, advocacy 
and prayer for Chris�ans facing violent 
persecu�on in sub-Saharan Africa.

For more informa�on and to sign the ‘Arise 
Africa’ pe��on, see the Open doors website 
and for the most up to date informa�on on 
the suffering church look at the “Latest 
News’ sec�on of the Open Doors Website 
(www.opendoorsuk.org)

Saturday: Global Needs

Please use the weekly updated list of prayer 
needs sent out in the weekly no�ce sheet.
If you are concerned about someone who 
needs care or support, contact Paul Ferguson 
paul@thornburybap�stchurch.org.uk

Sunday: Renewal

Healing & Comfort

Is God speaking?
If as you pray through Connect, you sense 
God speaking to us as a church family, do 
pass your thoughts to the elders. 


